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found that it was scattered freely through the wood. Most of the 
Carices were past finding out, but I managed to catch C. pauciflora, 
Lightfoot, and C. exilis, Dewey, while C. folliculata, L., and C. oligo- 
sperma, Michx., were still in full force. 

I had anticipated a rich treat in looking up the ferns of the re- 
gion thinking that they would be numerous and that I should per- 
haps obtain some rarities. But I was disappointed. About four 
miles down the river there is on the north side a wall of granite rock 
125 feet high. Another ledge about 30 feet high stands away from 
this at an oblique angle and over this the water leaps, making a high- 
ly picturesque fall. One would have thought that here there might 
be ferns, but long search failed to discover anything more than Poly- 
podium vulgare. On the borders of a pond, named after the fern, 
grew plenty of Woodwardia Virginica, Smith, but aside from this the 
only desirable species lay among the genera Botrychium and Aspidi- 
um. Of these forms, B. simplex, Hitchcock, was past, B. matrica- 
ricefolium, A. Br., which is in its prime near Utica in June, and for 
which I have hunted in vain during the fore part of July, was gath- 
ered Aug. 25, in Watson No. 4, a little passh, but good enough to 
make very respectable herbarium specimens. This shows the differ- 
ence in climate between the open country and the North Woods. 
However, B. ternatum, Sw, in several varieties was in splendid con- 
dition. The smallest specimen found was i-J- inches high, with 
three tiny divisions of the sterile segment, each about the size of two 
pin-heads, the fertile segment bearing one sporangium. From this, 
they range up through the varieties dissectum, obliquum, and interme- 
dium, to australe, which in my largest forms measures seven inches 
across the sterile segment, and ten to the summit of the fertile. 
These ferns grow in the open land, in old deserted pastures, particu- 
larly among loose stones and low bushes, and sometimes in beds of 
Lycopodium complanatum and Polytrichum moss. 

Of the rarer species of Aspidium which flourish there, A. Boottli, 
Tuckerman, is frequently found in the woods, although not in any 
large quantity. It seems strange that the specific character of this 
fern has only recently been generally acknowledged. Want of fa- 
miliarity with it has probably had much to do with its non-accep- 
tance as a species. It closely resembles a specimen of Lastroza odon- 
toloma,Moore, which I have from India. The lobes of the pinnules 
of the latter are a little more toothed at the extremity — that seems to 
be the main difference. Benj. D. Gilbert. 

§ 363. Thirty-first Annual Report of the Botanist, C. H. Peck, 
to the Regents of the University of the State of New York. Albany, 

1879. — In the present, and recently distributed report, which embra- 
ces an account of the work performed during the year 1877, 
Mr. Peck states that during that period specimens of 189 species of 
plants were mounted and placed in the State Herbarium, and that 
of these 162 were not previously represented therein. The number 
of plants collected and contributed during the year, and which were 
new to the Herbarium, was 147 ; of these, 58 species — all fungi — are 
described by Mr. Peck as new to science. Two very interesting ob- 
servations, bearing on one of the methods taken by Nature to present 
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an over-production of insects injurious to vegetation, are recorded in 
the introductory portion to the report : One of these is in regard to 
the destruction, by a fungus, of the "Seventeen-year Locust," which, 
it will be rembered, made one of its septem-decennial visitations in 
1877. This fungus, which Mr. Peck describes as belonging to a 
genus and species new to science, and which he names Massospora 
Cycadina, develops in the abdomen of the insect, and consists almost 
wholly of a mass of pale yellowish or clay-colored spores having the 
appearance to the naked eye of a lump of whitish clay. Though the 
insect is not killed at once by the parasite, it is manifestly incapaci- 
tated for propagation, and thence the fungus may be said to prevent, 
to some extent, the injury that would otherwise be inflicted upon 
trees by the deposition of the Cicada'a eggs. While in the Adiron- 
dack region, Mr. Peck noticed the fact that the larvae of some un- 
known insect, existing in countless numbers, and feeding upon the 
leaves of the Alder, were fast threatening the destruction of this 
plant. Looking beneath the bushes for the pupae of the insect in or- 
der to obtain a clue to the latter's identity, he was surprised to find 
that the larvae, in every instance, had been killed by a parasitic fungus 
before they had had time to undergo their transformation ; and he 
believes that by this provision of Nature the Alders of the above-men- 
tioned region have been saved from utter destruction, inasmuch as in 
another year they would have been completely defoliated by the 
larvse had but half of those which he observed been allowed to come 
to maturity. 

We are glad to notice the fact that the Chancellor of the 
University has called the attention of the Legislature to the impor- 
tance of printing these Museum Reports soon after their presenta- 
tion, their value being greatly diminished by delay of publication. 
It is to be hoped that the appeal will not have been made in vain. 

§ 364. Florida Plants. — Mr. A. H. Curtiss, of Jacksonville, Flor- 
ida, writes that he has returned in safety from the eastern coast of 
the peninsula, where he has been collecting since the 20th of May, 
along the Indian and Halifax Rivers. He has brought home a large 
and valuable collection from a region, we believe, hitherto unex- 
plored by botanists. This will supply the most of the material for 
his third Fascicle of Southern Plants, which will be ready some time 
in the coming winter. He collected most largely of Ferns, of which 
he will have extra sets ready in December. These will contain 12 
Floridian species, nearly all with roots, including complete specimens 
of Ceratopteris thalictroid.es, Brongniart, the Floating Fern, which was 
found by Dr. Garber in South Florida, and recorded by Prof Eaton 
in Bulletin, Oct., 1878, VI. 263. At that time Dr. Garber had as 
yet found only sterile plants. The very moderate price for these sets 
will be $1.50 post-paid, and $1.20 for duplicate sets in the same 
package. Mr. Curtiss is prepared to send lists of the Southern, 
Northern, and Western plants he has for distribution, and to prepare 
herbaria of any size. 

Terms — One Dollar per annum beginning with the January number. For the Botanical 
Directory 40 cents ; three copies for one dollar, or twelve for three dollars. Vols. I.-V., 
with index, and photograph of Dr. Torrey, $3.75. Copies of Constitution and By-Laws 
of the Club, 25 cents. Address, Wm. H. Leggett, 54, East Zrst Street, New York. Money 
Orders on Station K, JV. Y. All subscriptions or orders filled only on receipt of the money 

The Club meets regularly the second Tuesday 0/ the month in the Herbarium, Columbia College 
at 7:30 P. M. Botanists are invited to attend. Dk. Thukber the President of the Club 
may be foitnd at 245 Broadway. 



